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Social Swearing 1

The Discursive Co-Construction of Social Swearing:
Membership Categorization Device and Interactional Sequencing in Interaction

TAMASHIRO Rina
Naha City Naha Junior High School, Okinawa

Abstract. The use of taboo words and bad language like “fuck” and “shit” is a part of daily
conversation in English. This speech phenomenon is called swearing. According to Takamasu
(2000), swearing shows one’s anger and strong emotion by using taboo words. In a swearing
setting, only the unpleasant sound of taboo words is used and taboo words should not be
interpreted literally. Swearing has two main functions. One is to curse someone or something,
and the other is to confirm membership solidarity, which Ross (1969) initially termed, “social
swearing.” Although Anderson and Trudgill (1990) propose two types of swearing to explain
its function, Tsuda (1999) argues that the context of interaction is a crucial factor that
determines the function of swearing.

This paper examines some social swearing scenes from movies by employing the
methods of ethnomethodology, conversation analysis, and talk-in-interaction analysis so as to
demonstrate how interlocutors discursively co-construct social swearing.

The results show that social swearing is used even between people who have met for
the first time. In the first meeting setting, participants interactively try to achieve the same
membership category and use swearing to quickly develop a close relationship. I named this
type of swearing “rapport building swearing.” The results of this paper clearly illustrate how
interlocutors interpret the functions of swearing and how they co-construct conversational

sequences locally as their conversation unfolds.
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EXPLETIVE ABUSIVE
HUMOROUS AUXILIARY
EXPLETIVE
: Hell!, Shit!, God damn it!
ABUSIVE
: You asshole!, You bastard!, Go to hell!

HUMOROUS

ABUSIVE

: Get your ass in gear!
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Expletive Epithet
Expletive
(a)
(b)
(© Fuck!, Oh shit!
you!, Damn you! Go to hell!

God damn

Open the fucking door.  What the hell are you doing?

Epithet
@)
(b) He's cunt! You son of a bitch!
(©
fuckface!
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1 1~-66

Are you free:? .hhh it's an eme:rgency:

((eats a doughnut)) Bad da:y?

hhh you can’t even ima:gine hhh

((eat a doughnut)) Spi:ll: ((puts down doughnut and a
magazine that she has))

(0.7)

>| worked so hard to get into la:w school .hhh | blew off=
=Greek week to study for the LSATs .hhh | even hired a=
=Co:ppola to direct my admissions video .hhh all to get my=
=boyfriend Warner back and now he's engaged to=
=this-aw:ful girl Vivian hhh so it was all for nothing you=
=know< .hhh and I I just wish hhh
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(oy)

(0.8)

.hhh I just wish I had never gone to Ha:rva:rd

(1.4)

After you went to a:ll that trouble:

(0.5)

>.h he’'s enga::ged (.) she’s got the six-carat Hary Winston=

=on her< bo:ny unpo:lished finge::r: .hhh=

=1°0::h°=
=hhh
(0.9)

What am | suppo:sed to do::

(1.2)

You're asking the wro:ng gi::rl

(0.8)
I mean-
(0.5)

I’'m with my guy eight years and then one day it's

(0.8)

I met someone el:se
(0.6)

mo::ve o:ut=

=0:h no:: .hhh

(0.5)

°Tha:t's aw:fu:l°=

=De:wey kept the trailer and my pre:cious baby Ru:fus

((shows a picture of her pet dog)) | didn’'t even get to throw=
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60
61
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63
64
65
66

“Are you free:?”(1)

B

=him a bi:rthday pa:rty=

=1 No::

(1.5)

What's a gi:rl to do:

(1.0)

He:'s a gu:y who follow his pecker to gree:ner pa:sture::s
(0.8)

and I'm a middle-aged high-school dro::po::ut
(0.9)

who's got stretch ma:rks and a fat a::ss

(1.3)

°That's 1 te:rri:ble:®

(0.8)

Ye:p (.) happens e:very T da::y

((nods))

(2.0)

So what's this Vivian go:t that yo:u don't ha:ve
(0.5)

THREE: TI1:TS?=

=hhh >she's from Connecticut= she belongs to his stu:pid=

=county club <. hhh =

=Is she as pretty as you?

(0.9)

.hhh she could use some mascara and some serious=
=highlight but

(0.5)

She:’s not comple:tely: unfor:tunate looking hhh

((nods ))

B A “Are you free:?"(1)
eme:rgency(1) B
B ““Bad day’(2) A A
“hhh you can’t even ima:gine hhh”(3)
B
“spill”(4) A 6
A
A B A
16 B
A
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7~-21 B A A

23 A B 24 1.2 B
25 *“You're asking the wro:ng gi::rl”(25)
A “girl”(25)
“girl”(25) “girl”(25)
B A “girl”(25)
27 B “I mean-”
A 28 0.5 27
B A
A B B
29~53 B B
34 A “=0:h no:: .hhh”(34) 36 “*Tha:t's aw:fu:l°="
40 “= 1 No:"(40) 50 53
B 29~53 B A
B
55 B A
56 0.5 A A
57 B
B A
58~59 A = 5 B
60 B A 61 0.9
A 62~65 A 60 B 66 B
A
2 85 94
85 (2.1)
86 B Areyou sure this Wa:ner gu:y is like
87 (0.7)
88 B THE:
89 @)
90 A De:fin:tely: () I lo:ve him
91 B ((nods)) mh::
92 (0.5)
93 B >Well if a< gi:rl like you can't hold on to her ma::n (.) then=
94 - =there sure as he:ll isn’t any hope for the rest of u:s
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95 (2.5)

96 B What are you waiting fo:r: ((stare at A))
97 A ((Astare at B))
98 - B Ste:al the ba:sta:rd ba::ck ((smiles at A))
99 A ((smiles at B))
86 B A
B
A
90 A “Deifin:tely: (.) I lo:ve him”(90)
91 B A
“hell”(94)
B “us”(94)
95
B B
% B
B
97 A B
94 B
A B
97 B “bastard”(98)
A
B “pastard’(98) A
2 1~66 85~99
“hell”(94) “bastard”(98)
A B
A B
B
1997 Sacks
B

“bastard”’(98)
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87 0.7
B
88 B
Warner
93 B
“hell”(94)
A
2.5
A
A
A
B
A A B
girl us
A
A
“hell”(94)
1~-21 A



“What am | supposed to do”(23) A B

B A “You're
asking the wrong girl”(25)
A
B “You're asking the wrong girl”(25)
A B 2
A B
(97) (98) (99)
“hell”(94) “bastard”(98)
A A B
social swearing
social swearing
social swearing
A B

social swearing

Social swearing

2(67~84) “hell”(94)
“bastard”(98) - “shit”(79)
“goddamn”(81) B
“hell”(94) “bastard”(98) A B
3 67 84
67 C Hello la:di:es=
68 D =Hey there=
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70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79 -
80
81 -
82
83
84
85

(2.1)

“goddamn”(81)

oy} W O T O

@]

=How you doing (.) sign here ((looks around))

nn:: ((stares at C))

((smiles at B))

((smiles at C)) h:::i (( spilles the water)) °oh je:ez °
(0.5)

°0O::h look what I di::d°

See you later

()

(bye-bye sugar)

(( smiles at B))

((smiles at C)) a::w 1 shit-

(1.2)

COuLD | HAVE BEEN ANY MORE GO:DDA:MN=
=SPA:STIC?

(1.0)
°It’s o:k::°
(2.1)
C
(71~72 78~79)
C D
67 C “Hello ladies”(67) D “Hey there”(68)
D C “sugar”(77)
C D
B D
“hell”(94) “bastard”(98)
67~78 B C
67~79 A
B C CcC D A
A B
79 81 B (1.2)
“’It's 0:k::°"(84) 85
B “shit”(79) “goddamn”(81) A B
“shit”(79)
B A
94 98
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Sex and the Cityd)

C
Legally Blonde

up”(13)

1(1~5)

Sex and the City
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A B C
Sex and the City 30
B C B C
A A B
A B C B
A C - “shit”(8) “fucked
A C
2
A B 2(5~36) B A
A C “shit”(8) “fucked up”(13)
2 5
2(5~36) “ass”(3) 1
1 1 36

T He:::y Stanfor:::d=
=Hey Jared how are::: you:::?
((put his head on one side)) My book was well kick ass=
=reviewed in Entertainment Wee::kly=
=How mar:::velous (.) Oh- Jared have you:: met Carrie=
=Bradshaw:::?
(0.8) ((A moves in front of C from behind C))
No but I've read your co:::lumn (.) nice shit= ((A and
C shake their hands))
=hhh Tha:::nks
(0.4)
You should write about me:: sometime my life's=
=so0::: fucked up right now
((gives a wry smile))
(0.8)
Oh Carrie:: Jared is the writer of the book Avenue B::
(1) ((C nods her head))

And New York Magazine just named him one of the 30=
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19 =coo::lest people under 30 in the city=
20 C =Wo:::::w What an ho:::nor::?=
21 A =You know if they were doi::ng the 30 sexiest wo:::men=
22 =under 30 you'd top the list=
23 C =hh You're::: quite the storyteller aren't you:::=
24 A =h-h-h That's no::: lie Listen the magazine's party is=
25 =tomorrow at Lu::na:: I'll put your names at the=
26 =doo:::ir=
27 B =0Oh:: Tha:::nks
28 (0.8)
29 A So you'll be::: there:::?
30 C ((puts her head on one side)) I'll do my be:::st
31 (0.6)
32 A Groo:::vy ((put up his right thumb)) Cia::o ((pats B’s
33 shoulder and walks away))
34 (1.4)
35 C ((has a strange look on her face)) h-h ((gives a wry
36 smile))
B “Oh- Jared have you:: met Carrie Bradshaw:::?”(5~6) A C
(0.8) B A
C A C
A C
“shit”(8) C
5~6 C A
A
“shit”(8) C
A
A C
A C “shit”(8) C
“shit”(8) A C
C “=hhh Tha:::nks”(10)
“hhh”(10)
C
C
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A C “shit’(8) A C

12 A C “ You should write about me:: sometime”(12)
C
A “fucked up”(13)
A
C
14 C C A A
“ You should write about me:: sometime”(12)
C C
13 A C “fucked up”(13) A C
15 (0.8) 14 A C
A C
B cC A
B A C
A C 17
cC A
cC A
C B 18~19 A C
“Wo:::::w”(20) A C 21~22 A
10 C
A
C
A C
23 C “You're::: quite the storyteller aren't you:::”(23)
? A
A C
“You're::: quite the storyteller aren't you:::"(23)
C
cC A
24~26 A B C names
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B C 2

B “=0Oh:: Tha:::nks"(27) 28 (0.8)
C
C C A *“So
you'll be::: there:::?"(29)
C “I'll do my be:::st”(30) C
A “Groo:::vy”(32)
“Cia:::0"(32)
“Nice to meet you” A
C 34 (1.4)
A B C 32~33 A
B C
C (35~36) C
A C
C
cC A
A C
(10) (12) (14) (15)
A A C
A C
Sacks
A
C
C
A C
C A
C
C A
C A C
A C
A C
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2) Elle

Elle
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15.hhh
16..hh
17.(word)
18.( )
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