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Abstract. What factors contribute to a positive intercultural academic experience for foreign
students in Japan? Using multiple case study research techniques, this study aims to
examine qualitatively how and why three factors (Japanese language competence, interaction
with other students, and perceived cultural distance) influence foreign students’ experiences
in a Japanese campus. Drawing from the results of previous research on foreign students, and
particularly on foreign students in Japan, it seeks to explore the validity of the following
propositions: (1) Foreign students’ level of Japanese will not necessarily influence their
feelings of well-being on campus; (2) Foreign students’ on-campus social interactions with
other foreign students will be more frequent and preferred over interactions with Japanese
students; (3) The greater the perceived distance between a student’s home university culture
and that of the host country, the less adjusted students will be. The experiences of 16
Japanese Government scholarship recipients enrolled at a large national university were
recorded and examined. This study contributes to theories of cultural adjustment and
intercultural communication by providing evidence for the acceptance or rejection of findings
from previous research in a field that is heavily dependent on quantitative research

techniques.
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