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Discussion on Every Citizen’s Responsibility as a Teacher
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Abstract. The system of education has been influenced by global capitalism and has become a
means of achieving economic goals. Even though education originally embodied two different
concepts (educating minds and imparting knowledge), education has lost its humanistic
purpose and has been transformed into something resembling professional training in order
to enable learners to achieve their economic goals. By analyzing the close relationship
between the modern educational system and capitalism, the reader will realize that modern
education and capitalism presuppose the same premise: survival through cutthroat
competition. From the communication study, this paper discusses a way in which the
humanistic education can be reinstituted in this economy-centered society by asserting that
our everyday communication is educational by nature and that it forces us to take
responsibility as teachers in the socio-economic setting. In order to obtain in-depth
understanding of how education is viewed under capitalism, this study examines theories of
Adam Smith, Karl Marx and Adam Ferguson. Their theories show that capitalism may
corrupt human beings by transforming them into parts of a machine. Although Marx
suggests that education is a way of teaching people the importance of revolution, global
capitalism in this era appears too powerful to be stopped, and the educational system will
remain a means for people to gain knowledge that they can use to win out over each
competitor. However, through everyday communication, we can educate people to be critical
thinkers guarding against the pitfalls of any ideology including capitalism. All citizens are
teachers in the sense that society may be viewed as an educational place which offers its
members educational experiences everyday. Each citizen must realize his or her
responsibility as a teacher. By undertaking this task, the world will become a better place

even under the power of capitalism.
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