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Students’ Consciousness of Communication Skills
through English Language Learning:
A Study involving Students who Have Engaged
in Short-term English Study Abroad.

KAWAUCHI Kie
(Aomori University of Health and Welfare)

Abstract. Many universities have a system of studying language abroad and most universities
have compulsory English classes as part of their curriculum. Students understand that
English class is inevitable. However, many educators are of the opinion there is no point in
studying English abroad for a short period, such as two or three weeks. We need to ascertain
whether university students increase their motivation for language learning after short term
English study abroad.

The purpose of this study is to understand how the feelings of university students
about English communication skills and abilities are impacted by learning English for three
weeks abroad. The present research used questionnaires and interviews to understand the
consciousness of students who have experienced short-term language learning abroad and
how they feel about their English communication skills in the basic four abilities and about
vocabulary development through learning English abroad. In this research we find a new
consciousness of the problems of language learning by students who recently studied abroad

and a new awareness of the barriers to interpersonal communication.
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